
BUILDING WORK
Is the work considered "building work" under the DBPA?

(DPBA s 4)

Ye
s

CLASS 2 BUILDING
Is the work being performed to a Class 2 building, 

or a mixed use building with a Class 2 part?
The DBPA does not applyNo

CONSTRUCTION
The construction of a building

ALTERATIONS OR ADDITIONS
The making of alterations or additions to a 

building. May also be in relation to remedial 
works.

REMEDIAL WORKS
The repair, renovation or protective 

treatment of a building

Ye
s

The DBPA does not applyNo

EXEMPTIONS
Is the work excluded from "building work"?

(DBPR cl 13)

EXEMPT DEVELOPMENT
Work that is carried out as exempt 

development,
other than waterproofing

WATERPROOFING
Work that is waterproofing if:

(i) the work is carried out as a result of alterations 
to a bathroom, kitchen, laundry or toilet, and
(ii) the alterations are carried out as exempt 

development; and
(iii) the work, including the agreement to carry out 

the work, relates only to a single dwelling

COMPLIANCE WITH LGA ORDER
Work that is carried out in compliance with an order 

given by a Council for the purposes of the Local 
Government Act 1993 s 124, but is not excluded if the 

work for the purpose of repairing, rectifying or 
replacing the external cladding of a building

COMPLIANCE WITH DEVELOPMENT 
CONTROL ORDER

Work that is carried out in compliance with a 
development control order under the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 Div 3, but is not excluded if the work for 

the purpose of repairing, rectifying or replacing 
the external cladding of a building

EXEMPTION FROM BCA
Work that is exempted from a provision of 
the Building Code of Australia under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment 

Regulation 2000 cl 164B, 187 or 188

FIRE SAFETY SYSTEM
Work that is the repair, renovation or protective treatment of 

a fire safety system for the purposes of maintaining a 
component of the fire safety system, except a load-​bearing 
component that is essential to the stability of a building, but 

is not excluded if the maintenance is carried out on a 
component of a fire safety system, and the maintenance 
comprises the replacement of the component, and that 

component is an entire system

The DBPA does not applyYes

REPAIR, RENOVATION OR PROTECTIVE 
TREATMENT

Work that is the repair, renovation or protective 
treatment of a building if:

(i)  the work involves a mechanical, plumbing or 
electrical service, and

(ii)  the work is carried out for the purposes of 
maintaining a component of a system in the building

HOME BUILDING ACT
Work that is excluded from being residential 
building work in the Home Building Act 1989 

Sch 1 cl 2(3)​(a), as if a reference to residential 
building work in that Act is a reference to 

building work

HOMEBUILDER GRANT 
Work that is carried out under a contract 
for which a party to the contract received 

a grant under the HomeBuilder Grant 
scheme for the workELECTRICAL OR PLUMBING WORK

Electrical or plumbing work that is a 
performance solution for building work, other 
than work for a building element, but only for 

the purposes of section 5(1)​(b) of the Act

TIMING OF BUILDING WORKS
Has the building work commenced?

N
o

BUILDING WORK COMMENCED 
PRIOR TO 1 JULY 2021

The building works were commenced prior to 
1 July 2021

DESIGNS PREPARED PRIOR TO 1 JULY 2021
BUILDING WORK COMMENCED BETWEEN 30 JUNE 2021 

AND 1 JULY 2022
The designs for building work have been:

(i) prepared prior to 1 July 2021 and authorised to be performed 
under a CC or CDC, and

(ii) the person who prepared the designs is not eligible for 
registration after 30 June 2021, and

(iii) the work commenced after 30 June 2021 but prior to 1 July 
2022, and

(iv) a registered design practitioner has assessed that the design 
complies with the BCA and issued a certificate in an approved 

form that the design complies

BUILDING WORK COMMENCED 
AFTER 1 JULY 2021

The building works were commenced after 1 
July 2021

VARIATION MADE AFTER 1 JULY2021
TO A DESIGN PREPARED PRIOR TO 30 

JUNE 2021
There is any variation to a design prepared 

prior to 30 June 2021, after 1 July 2021

The DBPA does not apply

Ye
s

The DBPA applies to the remedial building work

There is no requirement to provide design compliance 
declarations or building compliance declarations but as a 

building practitioner, you must still provide copies of the designs 
relied on to carry out the building work before an application for 

an occupation certificate is made DBPA Sch 1 cl 3(3)
See Flowchart No. 2 for application of the 

DBPA to remedial building works

Flowchart No. 1
Application of the Design and Building Practitioners Act 2020

The above is not intended to be legal advice and should not be relied on as such. If you require legal advice as to your particular situation please do not hesitate to contact us.




