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  President’s Message 
 

 
The 13th Biennial ACRA Remedial Building Industry Excellence Awards are 
officially open for entries. It is vitally important that we recognise and 
celebrate the specialist skills and knowledge required to deliver a 
successful remedial building project. Our team are working on making this 
event and celebration of excellence the biggest in our history. Save the date 
for the formal gala evening on Friday 10 October 2025 at the W Sydney 

Darling Harbour, Sydney. There are limited sponsorship packages available with expressions of 
interest closing soon. We are very excited. 
 
I am pleased to announce that we have named the award for the overall winner of the 2025 

Remedial Building Excellence Award in honour and memory of Mr Michael Rutherford. On 12 

December 2023 the ACRA community was deeply saddened by the sudden passing of our serving 

President. “Mike was a consistent and unwavering presence, providing a wealth of knowledge, 

expertise, and guidance to the remedial industry. His departure leaves an irreplaceable void that 

will be felt across our community.” 

ACRA would like to honour exceptional, outstanding service and contribution that has provided 
measurable benefit to the association and/ or the remedial building industry over an extended period. 
We are calling for nominations for Life Membership.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to recognise Mr Tom Wenzel from SRG Global for his service to 
the ACRA Board. Tom was an important contributor to the modernisation of our Constitution during 
his time as Vice President. Tom has recently resigned from the board. Thank you to Tom. We 
welcome the appointment of Sam Coady as our newly elected Vic President. 
 
New training dates have been released including our very popular Remedial Waterproofing training 
day. Our first is in Sydney Parramatta on Tuesday, 17 June 2025. Every session last year was sold 
out. If you are interested in any of our training sessions get in now to secure your place. 
 

Before closing I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new members. Thank you to all the 

volunteers on our Board, Committees and Sub-Committees who are serving our association and our 

industry with passion and commitment. 

 

Karen Amery 

ACRA President 

  

May 2025 



 

 

 
 

New ACRA Members 
 

 

The ACRA Board welcomes the following new members.  

 

Corporate Member Individual Member 

 
Fatra Australia 
 

We empower construction through 
sustainable waterproofing.  
 
Roofing and Structural Waterproofing 
Suppliers Specialising in Insulated PVC 
Membrane Systems 
 
LINK 
 

 

Leon de Gaye | Waterseal Waterproofing 

Elias Beaini | Remedify 

Nikita Sarveli | Sarveli Consulting Engineers 

Michael Labib | TAGRO Engineering Consultants 

Hacene Baleh | Baleh Consulting Pty Ltd 

Andrew Steward | A1 Building Consultants 

Daniel Barber | Paro Planning Pty Ltd 

 
 

2025 ACRA Remedial Building Industry Excellence Awards 
 

 
APPLY NOW: ACRA Remedial Building Industry Excellence 
Awards 
 
Submissions are open for the 13th biennial ACRA Remedial 
Building Industry Excellence Awards.  
 
Projects encompassing all facets of the remedial building industry 
are eligible to enter. Submission for the Remedial Building Industry 

Excellence awards can include concrete repair, waterproofing, general refurbishment or other 
remedial works that demonstrate the breadth of experience and project challenges in our industry. 
ACRA’s Excellence Awards showcase our members’ outstanding work across a wide range of 
property sectors, including infrastructure and buildings. 
 
Apart from entries to the Long-Term Performance Award for projects completed prior to June 
2018, all other entries must have been completed between 1 July 2023 and 30 June 2025. 
 

 

Award Categories 
 

 
The following is a guide to how the award categories are determined: 
 
Entries will only be accepted from ACRA corporate members. Select the relevant industry, 
discipline(s) and contract value applicable to the project. You can nominate up to three (3) award 
categories for each project. 
 

https://fatraaustralia.com.au/
https://acrassoc.com.au/awards2025/


 

Once all entries are received, the awards committee will organise the entries into ‘Award 
Categories’ so that like projects compete with like projects. For example, a $50,000 residential 
project will compete with projects of similar contract value and complexity. 

 
If two or less entries are received in a particular category, then the entry may be combined into 
another similar category to compete with projects of similar size and complexity. This may 
eliminate a particular category from the Awards. 

 
Entrants will be notified what category their application has been placed into once entries have 
been organised into Award Categories by the awards committee. 

 
Applications will then be submitted to the independent judging panel to determine the winners in 
each Award Category. Final categories are at the judging committee’s discretion. 

 

• Category 1 Services 

• Category 1.1 Investigations 

• Category 1.2 Concrete Repair 

• Category 1.3 Waterproofing 

• Category 1.4 Strengthening | Protective Coating | Cathodic Protection 

• Category 2 Building 
 

• Category 2.1 Commercial | Civic | Institutional 

• Category 2.2 Multi Residential 

• Category 2.3 Industrial | Marine Structures 

• Category 2.4 Heritage 
 

• Category 3 Infrastructure 

• Category 3.1 Wharves | Marine 

• Category 3.2 Bridges | Transport 
 

• Category 4 Project Value 

• Category 4.1 Small project under $500,000 

• Category 4.2 Mega project over $10,000,000 

• Category 5 Research, Design and Innovation 

• Category 6 Long-Term / Durability Performance 
 

The cost of each category entry is $550 including transaction fees, excluding GST. The closing 
date for all entries will be at COB on 15 July 2025. No late entries will be accepted. 
 
The extraordinary awards include: 
 

• ACRA Remedial Building Industry Excellence Award In honour of Mr Michael Rutherford 

• ACRA President’s Award – Nominations are open 

• ACRA Life Membership Award – Nominations are open 

 

Apply or nominate today > HERE <  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://acrassoc.com.au/awards2025/


 

 
 

Board and Committee Announcements 
 

 
New appointment 
We welcome the recent election of Sam Coady to the board executive position of 
Vice President. Sam Coady is the Managing Director of RM Watson Pty Ltd, a 
pioneering contractor in the remedial building industry, specialising in the repair 
and upgrade of structures across the heritage, commercial and residential 
sectors. Since his appointment as Director and Treasurer of ACRA in 2022. 
 

Our President Karen C. Amery has said "Sam has played a pivotal role in strengthening the 
association’s financial structure, reporting and budgeting. We thank Sam for his contribution as 
Treasurer." 
 
Sam’s diverse and practical knowledge of remedial construction stems from 20 years of industry 
experience, having previously worked as a Project Manager and then Construction Manager. Sam 
combines hands-on expertise with visionary leadership, driving RM Watson’s strategic direction. 
 
The board will elect a new appointee to the Treasurer’s position at the next board meeting.  
 

Resignation:  
The position of Vice President had become vacant due to the resignation of 
Tom Wenzel from the board for personal reasons. Tom had served on the 
board since his election in 2023. In February 2024 he was elected to the 
position of Vice President. Tom is the company representative of Corporate 
member, SRG Global.  
 

From our President, "on behalf of the board I would like to thank Tom for his service and 
contribution to the Board’s initiatives during this time." Tom remains a member of the ACRA 
Victoria Committee. 
 
Nominations Open for Board Casual Vacancy:  
There is an opportunity for the appointment of casual vacancy to the ACRA Board. Normally the 
board positions are elected at our annual AGM. This position will be available until the next AGM 
later this year. To be eligible for this appointment the following criteria must be met: 
 

• Appointed as a company representative of a Corporate Member, you must be either a 
Contractor or a Supplier member. Only one representative per company can be represented 
on the board. 

• Must hold a Director’s ID number prior to application. 

• Provide a biography which includes your remedial building experience and photo. 
 
Please complete and submit the ACRA Casual Board Nomination Form.  
 
We encourage candidates who can contribute their time to bi-monthly board meetings and monthly 
Committee work. If you can meet these criteria and wish to express your interest in this position 
please contact our office. Our next board meeting is on 15 May and it would be ideal if nominations 
are received prior to this date. 
 
Committee Vacancies:  
If you are interested in joining the Training Committee or the Promotions Committee please 
contact our office for more information. 
 

https://aigroupasnau.sharepoint.com/sites/ManagedServices/ACRA/Administration/Newsletter/ACRA%20Casual%20Board%20Nomination%20Form


 

 
 

ACRA Advocacy Committee Update 
 

By Deb Lockart, Advocacy lead  

CONSULTATION PAPER 

NSW State based legislation and the proposed NCC 2025. 

 

ACRA’s consultation paper is developing as we crystalise our 

messaging, in response to stakeholder questions and feedback. We 

value the consultation process and appreciate feedback as we 

continue to work with the NSW Government in navigating and 

solving the unintended consequences of a multi-layered and 

complex changing legislative landscape, whilst supporting the 

regulation and compliance of remedial building work in class 2, 3 and 9(c) buildings.  

 

Pending outcomes in NSW, I am hopeful that our consultation outcomes will support 

considerations across Australia.  

 

NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION CODE update – NCC 2022 Amendment 1 commenced 1 May 

2025 

 

Amanda Farmer Podcast 
 
It is important that we communicate effectively 
in supporting owners and strata managers 
begin to understand our current advocacy 
work. The legislative landscape impacting the 
remediation of existing buildings is complex 
and multi-layered.  
 
Recently, Helen Kowal (SWAAB) and I caught 
up with Strata Lawyer Amanda Farmer, to 
discuss ACRA’s consultation paper (referred 
above). Helen and I were focused on 
explaining a very complex technical and 
legislative issue as simply as possible in 
ensuring that we support owners and strata 
managers in beginning to understand the big 
conversation we are currently having with the 
government.  
 
You can listen to the Podcast HERE. 

Please take note of this Amendment  
and communication from the  
Building Commission NSW. 

 

 

 

 Important ACRA Advocacy Resources  

 

• 2025 Consultation paper – version 4. 

• ACRA’s NCC 2025 response (June 2024). 

• ABCB update about the proposed NCC 2025   **important update** 

• ABCB NCC 2022 Amendment 1 commenced 1 May 2025  **important update** 

https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Discussion-paper_Impact-of-proposed-NCC-2025-on-owners_25.04.29_-ISSUE-VERSION-4.pdf
https://yourstrataproperty.com.au/446-strata-repair-costs-set-to-skyrocket-under-ncc-2025/
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Discussion-paper_Impact-of-proposed-NCC-2025-on-owners_25.04.29_-ISSUE-VERSION-4.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/NCC-PCD-Response-Template_ACRA-28-June-2024.pdf
https://www.abcb.gov.au/news/2025/update-progress-next-edition-ncc
https://ncc.abcb.gov.au/sites/default/files/resources/2025/NCC%202022%20Amdt%201%20v1.1.pdf


 

• Remedial-government consultation working group paper titled ‘Enhancing the 

regulatory landscape to support an efficient and trustworthy remedial building 

industry’ (May 2024) 

• NSW Building Bill Reform consultation submission to the Building Bill reform 

consultation, which closed 18 October 2024.  

• Review into the Design and Building Practitioners Act 2020 and the Residential 

Apartment Buildings (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Act 2020. 

 
 

ACRA Training and Events 
 

 

Event Date Link 

ACRA WA | Remedial Concrete Waterproofing Strategies Seminar 21 May 2025 LINK 

ACRA Remedial Waterproofing Course | Sydney Parramatta 17 Jun 2025 LINK 

Construction & Waterproofing in 2025 and Beyond | Sydney 13 Jun 2025 LINK 

13th Biennial ACRA Awards for Remedial Building Excellence | Sydney 10 Oct 2025 LINK 
 

 
 

ACRA Links 
 

 

• HB84:2018 – Purchase Standards Australia – ACRA Guide to Concrete Repair & Protection  

• Guide to Standard Method of Measurement of Repair Quantities – FREE 

• Where to find your local State President and Sub-Committees and National ACRA Board  

• ACRA Constitution. 

• Waterproofing remediation: How to ensure a successful project : Proudly developed by 

Building Commission NSW and Australasian Concrete Repair and Remedial Building 

Association (ACRA) in partnership with Strata Community Association (SCA). 

• ACRA Standard Method of Measurement 

• ACRA Guide to Concrete Repair and Protection 

 

 

Contact Us 
 

 
ACRA Advisor 
Derrick Addison  
02 6041 0608 
info@acrassoc.com.au 
www.acrassoc.com.au 

 
LINKEDIN 
For latest information follow our LinkedIn 
company page, followers are growing fast and 
if you haven’t followed us yet then you can do 
so here 
 

  

 

https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Remedial-working-group-paper_Reflections-on-the-current-state-opportunities-for-improvement-1.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Remedial-working-group-paper_Reflections-on-the-current-state-opportunities-for-improvement-1.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Remedial-working-group-paper_Reflections-on-the-current-state-opportunities-for-improvement-1.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/0.-ACRA-Submission_17.10.24.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/0.-ACRA-Submission_17.10.24.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/REVIEW-DBP-and-RAB-Act_Legislative-Council_ACRA.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/REVIEW-DBP-and-RAB-Act_Legislative-Council_ACRA.pdf
https://acrassoc.com.au/event/acra-wa-remedial-concrete-waterproofing-strategies-seminar/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/acra-remedial-waterproofing-training-day-tickets-1359624055149?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/construction-waterproofing-in-2025-and-beyond-sydney-tickets-1252598308259?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://acrassoc.com.au/awards2025/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrassoc.com.au%2Fproduct%2Facra-guide-to-concrete-repair-and-protection%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cassociations%40aigroup.com.au%7C4b53d4cace754b56011808dc7ec26b43%7C44d2a60aa6b94f59a947db15a5e058c5%7C0%7C0%7C638524620724844118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=09vykyXmAdkM9IfIblMqJDZrQ7PO4RHdBVPK73E3%2BOA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrassoc.com.au%2Fpublications-and-resources%2Fstandard-method-of-measurement%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cassociations%40aigroup.com.au%7C4b53d4cace754b56011808dc7ec26b43%7C44d2a60aa6b94f59a947db15a5e058c5%7C0%7C0%7C638524620724848720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4tkDhbwtCk%2B7Y2WQ%2Bqb2HFDSvtY5kRHpbO32klSE7yI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrassoc.com.au%2Fabout-acra%2Fsub-committee%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cassociations%40aigroup.com.au%7C4b53d4cace754b56011808dc7ec26b43%7C44d2a60aa6b94f59a947db15a5e058c5%7C0%7C0%7C638524620724852852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wABJb%2FTy8x9tDM48ooqgGlCnFGq70j83bVNVG5ipb3g%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrassoc.com.au%2Fabout-acra%2Fthe-board%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cassociations%40aigroup.com.au%7C4b53d4cace754b56011808dc7ec26b43%7C44d2a60aa6b94f59a947db15a5e058c5%7C0%7C0%7C638524620724856890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t81uWDKDLoyvIgXQbRTqyYTwslDLZeatHfjviBFEvuc%3D&reserved=0
https://acrassoc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2024-ACRA-Constitution-FINAL.pdf
https://store.training.tafensw.edu.au/product/waterproofing-remediation-how-to-ensure-a-successful-project/
https://acrassoc.com.au/publications-and-resources/standard-method-of-measurement/
https://acrassoc.com.au/publications-and-resources/guide-to-concrete-repair-and-protection/
mailto:info@acrassoc.com.au
http://www.acrassoc.com.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Faustraliasian-concrete-repair-remedial-building-association-acra%3Ftrk%3Dpublic_post_follow-view-profile&data=05%7C02%7Cassociations%40aigroup.com.au%7C4b53d4cace754b56011808dc7ec26b43%7C44d2a60aa6b94f59a947db15a5e058c5%7C0%7C0%7C638524620724832839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KwtvVaU8eVLs2lAmoHA13gaW2oD4t6hNEoHgMbM5Hns%3D&reserved=0

