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Streamlining and Modernising the National Construction Code

ACRA: Remedial Building Industry Peak Body

January 2026 Update:

The Australian Government is striving to make the NCC ‘easy to use’ in supporting ‘transparency, productivity and
innovation’.

The NCC governance consultation (now due 27 Feb 2026) provides ACRA with the opportunity to contribute to the
future proofing of the NCC for the remediation of existing buildings.

We support the need for reform and streamlining of the regulatory environment. It is imperative that we communicate
the unique nature of the remediation of existing buildings and ensure that ACRA is consulted in moving forward in
representing the remedial building industry as the Industry’s Peak Body.

The Government’s governance review looks at four key areas:

i Governance and process

ii. Complexity and regulatory burden
iii. Useability and accessibility

iv. Innovation and housing diversity

The Hon Clare O’'Neil MP has stated ‘We are seeking your best and boldest ideas to improve the NCC’. That we will!

Our submission will provide insights into and suggestions, stemming from ACRA’'s advocacy work with the NSW
Government, which has focused on the improved regulation of the remediation of existing buildings. This work has
been ongoing since 2022. We have been consulting with the NSW Government for the past 18 months about the
detrimental impact of the NCC on the remediation of existing buildings in NSW. Consequently, ACRA's submission
will focus on the applicability of the NCC to existing buildings. Based on ACRA’s advocacy work in NSW there are
potential unintended consequences for existing buildings in other States and Territories.

ACRA s preparing a response to the NCC discussion paper. The remediation of existing buildings requires a different
approach to simply conforming with the contemporary version of the NCC. The proposed amendments to NCC2025
have highlighted the compliance issues that existing buildings face when compliance with modern codes is expected.

We will be proposing a new way forward in supporting a more practical, common sensical and cost-effective way to
remediate existing buildings. We will propose the introduction of DtS remedial pathways for Existing Buildings
whereby targeted modern upgrades are mandated where risk warrants. This approach will deliver practical
compliance outcomes without imposing unnecessary complexity or cost.

If you would like to contribute and/or make suggestions, please get in touch with Advocacy Lead Deborah Lockart.

Deborah Lockart, ACRA National Advocacy Lead




